
Letter to President Obama on War with Iran 

Dear Mr. President,  

We write to you as Christian, Jewish and Muslim leaders with one simple message: Please do not 
go to war with Iran. As you well know, peace is at the center of our religious traditions. Our 
mutual faith in the God of Abraham impels us to seek peace.  

We support your efforts to utilize diplomacy, not a costly war, to resolve the issue of Iran’s 
nuclear program and the tensions among the United States, Israel and Iran.  

Here are our reasons:  

  War would be a disaster of global proportions. Military repercussions would 
directly affect many countries, and soaring worldwide energy costs would impose a 
crippling tax on the poorest nations.  
  It cannot be assumed simply that Iran’s nuclear development program will lead 
them also to develop nuclear weapons. Accountability measures should be put into 
place to ensure such development does not happen. In fact, it is highly likely an attack 
would give Iran the greatest incentive to develop a nuclear weapon.  
  We believe signatories to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) — Iran and 
the United States among them — should abide by the terms of the treaty and work 
toward the goals outlined in it: non-proliferation, disarmament and peaceful use of 
nuclear technology. Also, those nations who have not signed it — India, Israel and 
Pakistan — should be urged to sign.  
  We believe any military action against Iran will only serve to unify ordinary 
people behind the current government, leading to an intensification of the 
marginalization and repression of dissent rather than a more democratic government.  
  War would undermine, not improve, the security of both the United States and 
Israel.  
  We are particularly opposed to the use of a preventive or preemptive strike 
against Iran by either the United States or Israel.  

Under your administration, the United States has held only three official meetings with Iran to 
resolve the dispute over its nuclear program — approximately an hour of one-on-one talks with 
Iran, according to public reports.  

War with Iran will not resolve our conflicts; it will only deepen them.  

Please know that we stand ready to assist you in avoiding war and supporting direct talks with 
Iran.  

Sincerely,  

  General Board of Church & Society of The United Methodist Church  
  Islamic Society of North America  



  Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns  
  Mennonite Central Committee, U.S. Washington Office  
  Muslim Public Affairs Council  
  Sojourners  
  Tikkun/Network of Spiritual Progressives  
  The Rev. Geoffrey Black, General Minister and President, United Church of Christ  
  The Rev. Dr. Robert Edgar, President and CEO, Common Cause  
  Dr. Peter Makari, Global Ministries, United Church of Christ and Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)  
  T. Michael McNulty, Conference of Major Superiors of Men  
  The Rev. Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  
  The Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins, General Minister and President, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)  

—April 3, 2012  


