
 2012 Peace with Justice Grant Recipients
 

The United Methodist General Board of Church & Society (GBCS) has awarded grants 

totaling $60,000 to 22 Peace with Justice ministries around the world. 

 

Grant awards were determined by the GBCS board of directors.  

 

Recipients include three projects in Central Conferences overseas, and 16 in four of the five 

U.S. jurisdictions. The Northeastern Jurisdiction had three recipients; Southeastern 

Jurisdiction, five; North Central, four; and there were four in the Western Jurisdiction. Three 

other grants went to programs with no specific United Methodist area affiliation: one to an 

advocacy program related to Israel occupation of Palestinian territories, another to a 

Philippines program addressing religious freedom in Pakistan, and the other to a women's 

empowerment program in Colombia. 

 

Grant recipients are as follows:  

 

  Central Conferences
 

Good Hope United Methodist Church Justice & Peace Initiative in Gilgil, Kenya, will 

receive $5,000. The initiative was started after post-election violence led to people being 

displaced from their homes because of their ethnic and political affiliation. Many others lost 

their lives in the violence.  

 

The initiative aims to raise awareness of the community's role to actively pursue peace and 

reconciliation. It will include community meetings on nationhood, justice and peace as well 

as assist victims of violence to gain access legal aid.  

 

A post-electoral peace project in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has been 

approved to receive $4,790. The Kinshasa-based project will be implemented by the Office 

of Church & Society of the Central Congo Episcopal Area. The post-election violence in 

the country seriously affected two conferences in the Episcopal Area: West Congo and 

Kasai.  

 

The project will engage United Methodists to understand how to respond to violence in their 

everyday lives, ultimately defending their rights while moving toward fair reconciliation.  

 

Four thousand seven hundred dollars goes to the Child Action Initiative at Kasungami-

Lubumbashi United Methodist Church in Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). The 

initiative is to promote peace through educating young people in collaboration with church 

leaders about the culture of violence.  

 

DRC elections led to violence, such as tribal conflicts. The initiative is to sensitize 

proponents to their role in the violence, modify behaviors and engage all parties in building 

and maintaining peace.  

 

  North Central Jurisdiction
 

Greater Hilltop Shalom Zone Peacemaking & Mediation Center in Columbus, Ohio, will 

receive $3,000. The center is establishing a community and peer mediation center to reduce 

violence and introduce peacemaking skills within its neighborhoods.  

 



The Shalom Zone is a collaborative asset-based community development corporation 

consisting of residents and faith-based organizations in partnership with other non-profit 

entities, education institutions and city and county governments. It was founded by eight 

United Methodist churches and is a member of the International Communities of Shalom 

movement begun by the denomination in 1992.  

 

The People's Empowerment Coalition of Ohio, Cincinnati, will receive $2,000 for its 

Contact Center. The statewide project is an initiative to organize people to protect Social 

Security and Medicaid/Medicare.  

 

The community organization promotes economic justice by offering skill training to empower 

low-income and minority residents to have a stronger advocacy voice. It collaborates in 

partnership with Nast-Trinity United Methodist Church, which is in its neighborhood.  

 

Thrive, a refugee support program in Wyoming, Mich., was awarded $2,000. Thrive's 

mission is to provide Grand Rapids-area refugees a helping hand by providing services and 

opportunities needed to physically, economically and emotionally thrive in their new 

community as neighbors.  

 

The program was started with the South Wyoming United Methodist Church. Besides 

refugee services, Thrive also advocates for legislation reform.  

 

One thousand dollars will go to United Voices for Children (UVC), a Chicago-based 

affiliate of the Northern Illinois Conference. UVC is developing a Child Advocacy Network 

encompassing each of the conference's six districts. Goal is to have at least one volunteer, 

local-child advocate from each local church in each district. The grant will help with 

recruiting advocates.  

 

  Northeastern Jurisdiction
 

United Methodist Advocacy in Pennsylvania (UMAP) will receive $4,000 to enhance 

voices of persons of faith through digital media in the legislative debates in Pennsylvania's 

state capital. The project will create new means to directly contact state legislators and 

executive branch officials via www.umadvocacypa.org.   

 

UMAP is a ministry of the Keystone State's three annual conferences: Eastern Pennsylvania, 

Susquehanna and Western Pennsylvania.  

 

Three thousand dollars will go to the Native American Cultural Center in Rochester, N.Y., 

for its White Bison training. The three-day training is a substance-abuse recovery program 

created by Native American people for Native American people.  

 

The Committee on Native American Ministries of the Upper New York Conference provided 

$7,000 for the training. The Peace with Justice grant will enable reaching out to many 

reservation people to help defray expenses to attend the training.  

 

Hands4NY is a community-building project of the Upper New York Conference that will 

receive $1,500. The project supports learning from indigenous peoples by inviting speakers 

from Syracuse University's Hiawatha Institute to share on topics pertaining to the Iroquois 

culture.  

 

http://www.umadvocacypa.org/


The project sponsors families from the sovereign nations to the conference's camps and 

retreat centers to build friendships, peace and understanding through a week-long program 

targeted at helping local churches better serve their areas.  

 

  Southeastern Jurisdiction
 

Lighthouse, in the Newburg/Norfolk neighborhood of Louisville, Ky., works with at-risk 

children in after-school and summer programs. Lighthouse is a United Methodist agency 

whose programs are geared towards making the child feel successful.  

 

No families are charged for services and the Peace with Justice grant of $1,000 will go to 

the "Treat the Whole Child/Boys 2 Men" and "Helping Others & Loving Ourselves" (HALO) 

programs. Both teach children how to make wise choices by handling problems in a non-

violent manner.  

 

Three thousand dollars has been granted to Workers Interfaith Network (WIN) in 

Memphis, Tenn. The grant will address WIN's wage-theft ordinance campaign. The 

ordinance will set up an administrative process within Shelby County to allow workers to file 

wage-theft complaints the county will resolve through mediation with employers. Possible 

administrative hearings and fines against employers could follow if negotiations fail.  

 

WIN is an ecumenical organization that works with several United Methodist churches in the 

Greater Memphis area: St. John's, Trinity, Binghampton, St. Luke's and First.  

 

Conflict Resolution Center of West Tennessee will receive $1,000. The nonprofit agency 

in Jackson runs a training program for volunteer mediators to assist in juvenile, general 

sessions, divorce referee courts and in resolving congregation disputes.  

 

Last year, the center worked with the Jackson District of the Memphis Conference to create 

space for pro bono mediations at the Communities of Hope, started running the Madison 

County Youth Court and worked in Shelby County to encourage and train pro bono 

mediators. The agency hopes to expand the pro bono mediators training to other 

jurisdictions in West Tennessee and train Youth Court volunteers and students.  

 

JustFaith Christian Leadership Program at Shenandoah University in Winchester, Va., 

will receive $1,600. The program empowers leaders who are committed to spiritual depth 

and social justice as integral aspects of ministry in a global context. Undergraduate students 

take six religion courses that provide biblical, theological and theoretical background for 

JustFaith. In addition, immersion experiences outside the classroom promote spiritual 

growth and development of practical skills in Bible study, retreat planning and social 

ministry.  

 

Shenandoah University is one of five United Methodist-affiliated higher-education 

institutions in Virginia.  

 

Rising Hope United Methodist Mission Church in Alexandria, Va., has been approved for 

$2,500. The funds will support the South County Coalition for the Restoration of Voting 

Rights.  

 

Rising Hope United Methodist Church would be at the heart of a cross-community project to 

restore voting rights for ex-felons who have paid their debt to society. The project will run 

workshops for potential beneficiaries, and refer eligible persons in accessing assistance of 

pro bono lawyers to have voting rights restored.  



 

  Western Jurisdiction
 

One thousand dollars has been granted to the Peace Center of United University 

Church, a United Methodist congregation. The grant is to support Peace Kids/Youth 

Leadership Academy in Peacemaking/Peace Camp in Los Angeles.  

 

For the past six years, the program has offered children and youths opportunities to become 

leaders in creating Shalom in the city. Participants learn skills for peacemaking, non-violent 

social transformation and peace leadership on 14 Saturdays in the school year and four 

weeks in the summer.  

 

Dream Ambassadors, a new collaboration of Wesley Foundation at UCLA, California-Pacific 

Conference's Immigration Task Force and Peace with Justice Committee, will receive 

$3,000. The collaboration will develop programs that provide resources for undocumented 

youths, families and faith communities on immigration reform and economic well-being. 

Student ambassadors will be involved in advocacy and outreach to create, educate and 

support economic and immigration policy reform.  

 

Twenty-five hundred dollars will go to the Racial Justice & Harmony School Network at 

the Church in Ocean Park United Methodist Church in Santa Monica, Calif. The project grew 

out of a response to racially based incidents affecting African-American high-school 

students.  

 

The Church in Ocean Park is working with the victims' parents to seek racial justice and a 

safe, quality educational environment. The project, prompted by a May 2011 hate crime, 

has been endorsed by Los Angeles District United Methodist Women, Wesley Foundation at 

UCLA, students, parents and other community groups.  

 

Holy Conversations is a program of the Pima County Interfaith Council in Tucson, Ariz., to 

address political polarization of issues. The goal is to create an atmosphere where civil 

dialogue can occur. The primary issue is comprehensive immigration reform, but to avoid 

confrontations attendance at Holy Conversations is by invitation only. The program fosters 

small-group discussions and provides information such as history of immigration, where we 

learn our values and the church's stance.  

 

One thousand dollars will go to the program being developed by Deaconess Marjie Hrabe, 

who is commissioned to work with Pima, Bishop Minerva Carcaño and the Rev. Jim Perdue, 

Desert Southwest Conference Office of Immigration & Border Issues.  

 

St. Mark's United Methodist Church in Tucson is the Holy Conversations rollout site. The 

program is intended to be replicated in other faith institutions and to be able to be modified 

around any issue.  

 

  Other
 

A grant of $2,500 is to Centro Popular para América Latina de Comunicación 

(CEPALC) in Bogota, Columbia. The grant is for a program that provides a year-long series 

of workshops on rights and communications for women of African and indigenous descent at 

churches in poor sectors of Colombia. The program explains their rights as women, with 

particular emphasis on creating a society free from sexism and violence against women.  

 



CEPALC works closely with the Colombian Methodist Church and is an Advance Special 

(#3021332) of the United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries, which has assigned 

a mission intern there.  

 

United Methodist Kairos Response (UMKR) will receive $4,910. The grant is to defray 

costs of bringing two Palestinian Christians and one Jewish Israeli to speak with delegates at 

the recently concluded General Conference in Tampa, Fla. UMKR is an international 

grassroots movement with representation in more than 40 annual conferences in the United 

States, the Philippines and Africa. Its mission is to organize and educate United Methodists 

to advocate for the denomination's investment policies to better reflect its commitment to 

human rights for all people in Israel/Palestine.  

 

Peace for Life, an international faith-based forum for peace and justice based in the 

Philippines, will receive $5,000 to support its Interfaith Peace & Solidarity Mission to 

Pakistan. Advent of religious fundamentalism in Pakistan has fostered persecution of 

minority groups, including Christians.  

 

The mission, co-sponsored by the Christian Conference of Asia, is touting two statements to 

be signed by international Christian leaders: One stands in solidarity with Muslims against 

empire, and the other calls international Muslim leaders to express regret at the persecution 

of religious minorities in Pakistan and elsewhere.  

 

The project, which includes visits to conflict areas in Pakistan, is a prelude to a major 

People's Forum/Conference in that country most likely in 2013.  

 

 
 

The General Board of Church & Society is one of four international general program boards 

of The United Methodist Church. Prime responsibility of the board is to seek implementation 

of the Social Principles and other policy statements on Christian social concerns of the 

General Conference, the denomination's highest policy-making body. The board's primary 

areas of ministry are Advocacy, Education & Leadership Formation, United Nations & 

International Affairs, and resourcing these areas for the denomination. It has offices on 

Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., and at the Church Center for the United Nations in New 

York City. 

 

Peace with Justice Sunday is June 3. For more information, see United Methodist Special 

Sunday. You can learn about free resources at Resources. 

http://www.umc-gbcs.org/site/apps/nlnet/content.aspx?c=frLJK2PKLqF&b=7456343&ct=9386263
http://www.umc-gbcs.org/site/apps/nlnet/content.aspx?c=frLJK2PKLqF&b=7456343&ct=9386263
http://www.umc-gbcs.org/site/apps/nlnet/content.aspx?c=frLJK2PKLqF&b=8091759&ct=11758815

