
 

Every month we send you just 5 ways you can better equip Vital Congregations and make 

disciples of Jesus Christ. Here’s the July, 2012 issue! 

Take the Walk to Emmaus. Urge local church members to join the Walk 

to Emmaus movement at a nearby location to inspire, challenge and equip 

themselves for Christian action in their homes, churches and communities. After 30 

years, Emmaus continues to be one of the most vital sources of spiritual renewal 

and leadership development in the United States and around the world. Check out what's new 

with this three-day short course in Christianity at http://emmaus.upperroom.org/. 

  



Observe Christian Education Week in your congregation. 

Free materials are available from GBOD to help your 2012 observance succeed. 

They include resources for a worship service focused on Christian education and 

formation as well as a litany to recognize and dedicate church educators and 

leaders. A workshop model is also available to help teachers and small group leaders cultivate 

spiritual awareness and better understand how they are spiritually formed. Download the 

resources at http://tinyurl.com/CEweek2012. 

  

Attend a new church LAUNCHPAD near you! Created by GBOD’s 

New Church Starts (Path 1) and congregational developers around the nation, this 

new learning experience is designed to meet the challenge of planting new churches 

in environments with "tough planting conditions" and unique needs. LAUNCHPAD 

is a year-long process for training planters and their teams. It begins in August/September in 

three locations: Boston, Seattle and Richmond, Va. For more information, go to 

http://path1.org/launchpad.php. 

  

Develop your middle school youth into leaders. GBOD’s Young 

Peoples Ministries is preparing a version of Leadership Lab for middle school youth. 

Beginning this fall, the same quality experiences found in the high school 

Leadership Lab will be available to shape younger youth into inspired Christian 

leaders ready to change your church, community and world. For more information about the 

Leadership Lab, go to http://globalyoungpeople.org/llab/. 

  

Learn how to break through your church’s growth 

barriers. Attend the 2012 School of Congregational Development in St. Louis, 

which promises to be a great opportunity for new and established congregations 

alike to learn “barrier-breaking” growth tactics.. Plenary speakers, teaching churches and all 

sessions will address practical ways to transform from inside out. Save $50 if you register before 

July 17. To learn more or to register, go to http://www.gbod.org/scd2012. 

 

That’s all for July.  5 more ideas will be coming your way each month! 

   

 


