
Every month we send you just 5 ways you can better equip Vital Congregations and make 

disciples of Jesus Christ. Here’s this month’s issue! 

Make your youth mission trip mean even more. Use the guide, 

Reentry: What I Learned on My Mission Trip, to help youth process and apply 

what they learn and experience on mission trips. Developed by GBOD’s Young 

People’s Ministries, this new resource will help youth see how God was at work 

during their mission trip, how Christ was present in the people they worked with and how they 

used their unique gifts in service to God and others. Through group discussion, individual 

reflection, Bible study and journaling, youth will discover ways to apply what they learned and to 

make mission a way of life. To get Reentry, go to http://bit.ly/Kr6IHJ. 

  



Transform your heart, your church, your community, 

your world. Laity, pastors, church staff, conference staff, district 

superintendents and bishops will gather together to learn how to grow and develop 

local churches at the School of Congregational Development Aug. 16-19 in St. Louis. Highlights 

include a ministry track on Becoming a Missional Church with Reggie McNeal and four tracks 

for existing churches focusing on breaking growth barriers. A reduced registration fee is 

available until July 16. For more information and to register, go to www.scdumc.org. 

  

Urge youth to go viral and spread the word. Join the “Go Viral 

Video Challenge” sponsored by the Upper Room’s devo’zine publication. Youth and 

youth groups are invited to produce a brief, compelling and entertaining video that 

sends a positive message promoting a cause they are passionate about or inspiring 

people to connect with God’s vision for the world. The challenge is open to young people ages 14-

20 and goes through Aug. 15. For more information or to submit a video two minutes or shorter, 

go to http://bit.ly/InlS21. 

  

Share your “Snapshots of Hope” with others. Do you have a great 

story about lives changed through the ministry of your new congregation? GBOD’s 

New Church Starts (Path 1) wants to help you motivate others with it. Upload 

stories and pictures to share your “Snapshots of Hope” and encourage others to 

plant new places for new people. By sharing what God is doing in your midst, you can inspire 

others to reach more young people and more diverse people, too. Go to http://bit.ly/GEzBQm. 

  

Nourish your soul at SOULfeast. Attend The Upper Room’s annual 

spiritual formation event for children, youth and adults July 8-12 at Lake 

Junaluska, North Carolina. Preachers and teachers Rob Fuquay, Karen Greenwaldt, 

Thomas Thangaraj, Jasmine Smothers and Pamela Hawkins will address the theme 

Jesus says “I Am.” There will be daily workshops, worship, Sabbath and fellowship. Continuing 

education credits are available. Take advantage of early bird registration through June 10. For 

more information and to register, go to http://soulfeast.upperroom.org. 

 

That’s all this month.  5 more ideas coming your way in June! 

 


