
Bringing about God's will for 
peace, equality, and freedom 

 
Jesus calls us to be involved in advocacy wherever we see injusƟce, 
mistreatment and the needs of others around the world. 
 
Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30Ͳ37) shows us how 
He expects us to respond when we see people in need of help. The 
Samaritan went out of his way and sacrificed his own Ɵme, eīort, 
supplies and money. On the other hand, Jesus heaps scorn on the 
characters who simply passed by on the other side of the road. 
 
In MaƩhew 25: 31Ͳ46 Jesus makes it clear that when we take acƟon 
to aid and comfort those in need, we do so to Him. When the Son of 
Man comes in His glory and separates those who took acƟon and 
those who did not, he will say to the acƟvists: “Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me” (25:40). 
On the other hand, he roundly condemns those who see need and do 
not respond. The Son of Man will say to them: “’Truly I tell you, just as 
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it for me.’ 
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life.” (25:45Ͳ46 – NRSV) 
 
In I Corinthians 13:1 Paul tells his readers that without love (which 
implies acƟon), faith is like a noisy gong. 
 
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, emphasized the need to 
pracƟce both personal and social holiness (helping and advocaƟng for 
those in need). Personal holiness without social holiness is only half of 
the ChrisƟan life. 
   
The General Board of Church and Society advocates for the 
preservaƟon of civil and human rights for all people throughout the 
world, standing in faithful solidarity with the teachings of Jesus and 
the social principles of jusƟce of John Wesley. 

Thanks to the grassroots acƟviƟes of the Iranian American Community 

of Northern California, we have become familiar with the plight of IraniͲ
an refugees in Iraq. In our June 2012 Annual Conference,  we unanimousͲ
ly adopted RecommendaƟon 24, Calling for the ProtecƟon of Iranian DisͲ
sidents in Iraq. The RecommendaƟon, in part, called for “complete proͲ
tecƟon of the human rights of the residents of Camp Ashraf and Camp 

Liberty in Iraq under the Fourth Geneva ConvenƟon and adherence to 

the terms and intent of the Memorandum of Understanding between 

the government of Iraq and the United NaƟons.” 

 

The residents of Camp Liberty, who were supposed to have all been 

transferred to third countries by now, remain imprisoned in subͲ
standard condiƟons. Of the 3100 residents, only a few dozen have been 

able to leave and at the current rate, it might take the U.N. many more 

years to process each individual and find them a new home. FurtherͲ
more, an aƩack on February 9, 2013, referred to by United States as a 

“terrorist” aƩack backed by Iran, has already caused the deaths of 6 peoͲ
ple and serious injuries to more than 100 residents. Poor environmental 

and medical condiƟons have also led to the deaths of a few more in reͲ
cent weeks. Our Congress can and must help in keeping these defenseͲ
less people safe. 

 

As United Methodists, we must take acƟon!  
 

Please ask us for a a copy of Questions and Answers about Camp 
Ashraf and Camp Liberty, witch covers a wide range of questions 
and answers such as: 
Q: What can I do? 

A: You can 

x� Copy materials and use them to educate your congregation 
and community. 
x� Phone and write to your members of Congress, the Secre-
tary of State, the President, and U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki 
Moon. The weight of many contacts can move them to action. 
Tell them that: 
x� We should be active in relocating these people to other 
countries or back to Ashraf, and 
x� We should put pressure on the government of Iraq to facili-
tate this. 
x� Ask your U.S. Representative to sign House Resolution 89 
(HR 89), calling on the President to work with the Government 
of Iraq to uphold humanitarian protections for the residents. 

 

For information including downloadable sample letters and docu-
ments, visit http://iran-e-azad.org/ACS/ 

June 2013—NC—NV—UMC—Conference 

Date: _________________________ 

The Honorable _________________________________ 

US House of RepresentaƟves 

Washington, DC 20515 

Dear _____________________________________ 

I am wriƟng to thank you for your support for our Iranian 

American friends who are working to establish democracy in 

Iran. 

Since June 2009, when millions of Iranians called for the 

downfall of the theocracy in Tehran, the Iranian people 

showed the world that they fully reject the Islamist governͲ
ment ruling their country.  In the past 3 decades, Iranian rulͲ
ers have executed tens of thousands and conƟnue to oppress 

religious and ethnic minoriƟes. 

About 3100 Iranian dissidents living in Camp Liberty, Iraq have 

especially been targeted by terrorists who are financed by 

Iran.  In February of this year, tens of rockets were launched 

into the camp, killing 7 innocent and unprotected men & 

women.  A few dozen more have been severely inͲ
jured.  Camp Liberty was supposed to be a transit locaƟon for 

these asylum seekers but instead is turning into a death trap. 

That is why I am wriƟng to ask you to coͲsponsor a resoluͲ
Ɵon in congress (H.Res.89), which condemns this murderous 
aƩack and calls for the protecƟon of these freedom loving 
refugees. 

Sincerely,  

Name:__________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________ 

                ________________________________________ 

                ________________________________________ 



Here is how you can help: 
 
We want all our RepresentaƟves in Northern California and Nevada 

to know that their consƟtuents care about this issue and want them 

to cosponsor and vote favorably on H.Res 89 (background 

informaƟon below). On the back of this page is a sample leƩer that 

you can date, address to your RepresentaƟve, sign and legibly write 

your address on, and hand it back (at the table) or mail it directly to 

your RepresentaƟve (For informaƟon including downloadable 

sample leƩers and documents, visit hƩp://iranͲeͲazad.org/ACS/ Ͳ 
Please email us and let us know if you send it directly: 

info@IACNorcal.com). Thank you!  

 

Background informaƟon: 

On February 28, 2013, Congressman Ted Poe introduced a House 

ResoluƟon (H.Res 89) Ɵtled “Condemning the aƩack on Iranian 

dissidents living at Camp Hurriya (Camp Liberty), and for other 

purposes.” This biͲparƟsan ResoluƟon was at the introducƟon coͲ
sponsored by Congressman Clay, Congressman Coīman, 

Congressman Cohen, Congressman CoƩon, Congressman DiaͲBalart, 

Congressman Faleomavaga, Congressman Higgins, Congressman 

McClintock, Congressman Rohrabacker, Congresswoman RosͲ
LehƟnen, Congressman David ScoƩ of Georgia, Congressman 

Sherman and Congressman Westmoreland. This ResoluƟon was then 

referred to the House CommiƩee of Foreign Aīairs. 

 

On May 14, 2013, Chairman of the Middle East and North Africa 

SubcommiƩee, Congresswoman Iliana RosͲLehtenin discharged 

H.Res 89, favorably, to the full commiƩee. This ResoluƟon has not 

close to 100 coͲsponsors, including 20 members of the House 

Foreign Aīairs commiƩee. 

 

This is a worthy cause that deserves our support and out 

RepresentaƟves need to support it as well. 

Camp Ashraf 
They had built and oasis in the middle of the desert in Iraq 
US Forces in Iraq asked them to give up the weapons they 
had for their own protecƟon in return for being protected. 
We even signed an agreement with each one of them.  

AŌer 2008, we turned their protecƟon over to Iraqis. Backed 
by Iran, the Iraqi Prime Minister brutally aƩacked them with 
full military force in 2009 and 2011, killing over 50 of them 
and wounding over 1000. 
As of early 2012, they were misled and forced to move to a 
place described by Gen James Jones, Former NaƟonal SecuriͲ
ty Advisor as “worse than Guantanamo”, called: 

Camp Liberty  

On February 9, 2013 the camp was aƩacked by mortars, killing 7 and wounding at least 100, and the camp remains under threat of 
more aƩacks. The United States has clearly idenƟfied this aƩack as a “terrorist aƩack” orchestrated by Iran 

Lives are in danger and you can help prevent a catastrophe. 


