
 

Every month we send you just 5 ways you can better equip Vital Congregations and make disciples of 

Jesus Christ. Here’s this month’s issue! 

Gather your new church start team for a free retreat webinar. 

Train your new church launch teams in effective collaboration, visioning and planning 

through a free virtual retreat Jan. 20-21. The Launchpad Retreat Webinar will help teams 

and projects move toward launch or re-launch. Local retreats are led by the new church 

planter in or near the community of the new faith community. GBOD’s Path1 New Church Starts team 

leads the retreat, providing three live web-based presentations and a guide with a suggested schedule and 

activities. To learn more, go to http://bit.ly/i9h7ua. 

Join college students and other young adults for a Motown 

Mission. During the upcoming service week, March 11-17, collegians and young adults will 

work on rebuilding, greening and feeding projects in Detroit during the day and explore the 

city each evening. The Motown Mission is a United Methodist-connected organization that offers an 

experience deeply rooted in Wesleyan theology and the contemporary UMC's call to mission and service. 

For more information, go to www.motownmission.org. 

  



Start the New Year with a clean planning calendar. This free resource 

from GBOD contains lectionary readings, holidays, seasons and special days from both the 

church and civil calendars for 2012. Your church staff, committees, leaders, teachers and 

musicians will find it helpful as they plan in the coming year. To download the calendar as 

PDF file for free, go to http://bit.ly/rpf1XS. 

  

Think differently about your ministries with children and 

families. Attend the 2012 Children’s Ministry Forum Feb. 21-23 at Calvary UMC in 

Nashville to learn about creative programming with children of special needs, with tweens 

and more. Sponsored by GBOD’s Large Church Initiative team, Sing a New Song: Recreating Your 

Ministry is designed for children's ministry leaders in larger congregations. For more information, go to 

www.gbod.org/cmf. or contact Connie Schmutz at cschmutz@gbod.org or call 615-340-1761. 

  

Nourish your spiritual life and strengthen your discipleship. Attend 

the two-year Academy for Spiritual Formation beginning Feb. 7 at the Lindenwood Retreat 

Center in Donaldson, IN. The Academy offers a place for spiritually hungry pilgrims (both lay 

and clergy) to be part of a spiritual community that practices a rhythm of prayer, worship, 

instruction, silence and rest. The Academy meets for five days in residence (once every three months) 

eight times over the course of two years. For those seeking a short-term experience of spiritual formation, 

the Five Day Academy is also available. For more information, go to www.upperroom.org/academy or 

call 877-899-2781, ext. 7233. 

 

P.S. For a brief Christmas wish from GBOD, click here: http://bit.ly/GBOD_Christmas. 

 

That’s all this month.  5 more ideas coming your way in January! 


